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Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying: 

‘When a woman gives birth and delivers a male child, then she shall be unclean for 

seven days; as she is in the days of her menstruation, she shall be unclean. 3 Then on 

the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 And she shall stay at 

home in her condition of blood purification for thirty-three days; she shall not touch any 

consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary until the days of her purification are 

completed. 5 But if she gives birth to a female child, then she shall be unclean for two 

weeks, as in her menstruation; and she shall stay at home in her condition of blood 

purification for sixty-six days. Leviticus 12:2-5 

7 Then he shall offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her, and she shall be 

cleansed from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who gives birth to a child, 

whether a male or a female. Leviticus 12:7 

These statutes were given directly by YHVH to Moses to relay to the sons of 

Israel. The sons of Israel were and are responsible to know and teach their 

women who have given birth about the length of their uncleanness. Back then, 

when the Tabernacle and later the Temple stood, the women needed to offer 

sacrifices according to what they could afford. Now that neither the Tabernacle 

nor the Temple exist, these sacrificial laws are in abeyance, as in they cannot be 

fulfilled. 



13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who 

was deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a wrongdoer. 15 But women will 

be preserved through childbirth—if they continue in faith, love, and sanctity, with 

moderation. I Timothy 2:13-15 

I suspect that when Paul wrote this observation to Timothy he was thinking 

about this mitzvah and the connection between atonement for childbirth and 

preservation. This may be why the ancient Hebrew women took barrenness as 

hard as they did, because childbirth is a blessing. Mary (Miriam in Hebrew) was 

blessed as the woman who gave birth to the Preserver of Israel, Yeshua, her and 

our Savior. 

Reading over chapter 13 in this portion generates the observation that two 

people are involved with respect to uncleanness. These two people are the priest 

and the person. 

For the most part, chapter thirteen is directed to the priest who is assigned to 

make the necessary evaluations with respect to uncleanness or leprosy in a 

person. 

For the unclean person, his role is more passive and he or she must submit to the 

evaluations of the priest and his instructions about what needs to be done. 


