
Torah Portion: V’zot ha’Bracha (Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12) 

 
[The focus of this Torah portion series is family structure and function as revealed in Scripture. 
I.e., headship, patriarchy, marriage, etc, graduating to understanding the community and Israel as 
a whole. If you have not read other portions up to this point, you may want to, as parts build on 
previous lessons in Torah, available at: https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/ ] 
 

 
The entire series, plus more than 100 pages of extra material now available in print 
or on Kindle at: https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HSQ9QNC  
 
 
Our final portion is again a short one with an interesting focus. B’reisheet began with one man, 
Adam, and Devarim ends with one nation, a family of tribes - an assembly of men and their 
families. Moshe, as an intermediary for the Messiah who stands between God and men, blesses 
the nation by tribe.  This reminds us of one important function of the head over the family. 
 
His blessing begins with an acknowledgment of the Holy One, verses 1-3, and his own place as 
the human vehicle for the Torah.  Further, he articulates the leadership structure of the tribal 
heads and the assembly in verses 4-5 before breaking out individual prophecy for each tribe. 
 

https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/
https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HSQ9QNC


Deuteronomy 33:1 
Now this is the blessing with which Moses the man 

of God blessed the sons of Israel before his death. 2 
He said, 

“The Lord came from Sinai, 

And dawned on them from Seir; 

He shone forth from Mount Paran, 

And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; 

At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them. 

3 
“Indeed, He loves the people; 

All Your holy ones are in Your hand, 

And they followed in Your steps; 

Everyone receives of Your words. 

4 
“Moses charged us with a law (Torah), 

A possession for the assembly of Jacob. 
5 
“And He was king in Jeshurun, 

When the heads of the people were gathered, 

The tribes of Israel together. 

 
As has been demonstrated before, there is a limited leadership structure that is patriarchal among               
the tribes. The creation order is God => Messiah => man => woman, however for some larger                 
scale, or tribal or national items, the family has to have a leadership structure in place. Moshe is                  
addressing and affirming them even as he gives specific prophecies to each tribe. 
 
It is again important to note the Targumim associations of the Memra de Yeya in this portion.                 
Pseudo Yonatan mentions the Memra in three places which I’ll insert in brackets in these last                
several verses. 
 

Deuteronomy 33:29 
“Blessed are you, O Israel; 

Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord [the Memra de Yeya], 

Who is the shield of your help 

And the sword of your majesty! 

So your enemies will cringe before you, 

And you will tread upon their high places.” 

 

Deuteronomy 34:1 Now Moses went up from the plains of Moab to            

Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the             

Lord [Memra de Yeya] showed him all the land, Gilead as far as             



Dan,....5 
So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of

 
             

Moab, according to the word of the Lord [Memra de Yeya]. 

 
From the beginning of Genesis when the Memra walked in the Garden in the cool of the day                  
until Moshe is taken to the top of Pisgah, the Messiah is in view and functioning as Head of man.                    
Moshe, a human intermediary has performed well and is ready for his rest. The Memra remains                
true to His earlier judgment and shows Moshe the Land, but denies him entry. 
 
This is a bittersweet passage, but the torch of leadership is passed to Yehoshua for the whole of                  
Israel, while every man is accountable, both for himself and for his family, to the Messiah                
through the Torah. 
 

Deuteronomy 34:9 
Now Joshua the son of Nun was filled with the 

 
          

spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him; and the sons of               

Israel listened to him and did as the Lord had commanded Moses.            

10
Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the             

Lord knew face to face, 11 
for all the signs and wonders which the Lord     

 
         

sent him to perform in the land of Egypt against Pharaoh, all his             

servants, and all his land, 12 
and for all the mighty power and for all     

 
         

the great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

We, too, as sons of Israel, have heard all that the Lord commanded Moses, particularly as it                 
regards authority, headship, and family structure. Will we listen and do as the Lord commanded               
Moshe? We are each accountable as each man will answer directly to the Messiah for himself                
and for his family.  May Yah give grace and wisdom as we walk this path. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 


