
Torah Portion: Ha’azinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-52) 

 
[The focus of this Torah portion series is family structure and function as revealed in Scripture. 
I.e., headship, patriarchy, marriage, etc, graduating to understanding the community and Israel as 
a whole. If you have not read other portions up to this point, you may want to, as parts build on 
previous lessons in Torah, available at: https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/ ] 
 

 
The entire series, plus more than 100 pages of extra material now available in print 
or on Kindle at: https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HSQ9QNC  
 
 
 
A responsibility, and right, of an authority or head is discipline. Until now, we have not directly                 
discussed this aspect, however it has been an ever-present theme in almost every Torah portion               
and throughout Scripture. We first encounter this element of headship and authority in the very               
first portion. 
 

Genesis 2:15 
Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the 

 
            

garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16 
The Lord God commanded         
 

    

the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;             

17
but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not              

eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 
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Indeed, God gives very clear commands for His people along with very clear penalties. He               
further, as the Omniscient One, prophecies their/our departure from His commands and the             
penalties that will result. We have seen this in multiple portions, particularly the last few, and                
again in this very short portion, Moshe recounts to Israel the faithfulness of their Head and His                 
correction as necessary. 
 

Deuteronomy 32:1
“Give ear, O heavens, and let me speak; 

And let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 

2 
“Let my teaching drop as the rain, 

My speech distill as the dew, 

As the droplets on the fresh grass 

And as the showers on the herb. 

3 
“For I proclaim the name of the Lord; 

Ascribe greatness to our God! 

4 
“The Rock! His work is perfect, 

For all His ways are just; 

A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 

Righteous and upright is He. 

5 
“They have acted corruptly toward Him, 

They are not His children, because of their defect; 

But are a perverse and crooked generation. 

6 
“Do you thus repay the Lord, 

O foolish and unwise people? 

Is not He your Father who has bought you? 

He has made you and established you. 

 
While YHVH is perfect and righteous in all His ways, and man is not, failing continually, it is                  
important to recognize the roles and responsibilities of the head toward the subordinate. Just as               
the Messiah has a right and responsibility to correct and discipline man, so man is to act                 
righteously toward his women and children, and women toward the little ones. The reason Israel               
was judged was because the men failed to perform their duty of instruction and correction for                
future generations. This inevitably led to ‘perverse and crooked generation[s].’ 
 
Paul carefully spells out the parallel of the Messiah and the Assembly with man and wife in                 
Ephesians 5:22-33. It is clear both from the parallel and the passage that the head has a                 
responsibility to those under his authority, to sanctify through the right teaching and             
implementation of the Word. 
 



Ephesians 5:25 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 

 
         

the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 
so that He might sanctify        

 
     

her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27
            

 

that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no              

spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and              

blameless. 28 
So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their 

 
           

own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 
for no one          

 
   

ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ             

also does the church, 30 
because we are members of His body.  

 
Everyone tends to focus on the ‘love’ parts of this passage forgetting that, 
 

Hebrews 12:6 
“For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 

And He scourges every son whom He receives.” 

 

Proverbs 13:24 
He who withholds his rod hates his son, 

But he who loves him disciplines him diligently. 

 
In the Creation order, it is the Messiah’s responsibility to correct and instruct the man, and the                 
man’s responsibility toward his wife and children. The encouragement from Paul and example             
in God is one of lovingkindness and righteousness that is very careful not to be heavy-handed in                 
meting out discipline. Love is to be the motivating factor that leads the head to sanctify the                 
subordinate. 
 
This is a difficult topic from which an entire book could spring. However, if we keep in mind the                   
parallel example of Messiah toward Israel, then man has a guide for lovingkindness, compassion,              
mercy, righteousness, and long-suffering as well as self sacrifice, etc. Just as God does with               
Israel at Mt. Sinai and following, in establishing authority and headship in a home, this is a topic                  
that needs to be discussed so that all parties understand roles, expectations, consequences, etc.              
Coming from egalitarianism or feminism, this is a very challenging place where the rubber truly               
meets the road in a proper patriarchal structure. Prayer and patience are necessary. 
 
Continuing with our portion, Moshe recounts God’s greatness and His lovingkindness while            
dealing with Israel’s sin. Read the passage from the perspective of a husband who has a wife or                  
wives (remember, God describes Himself as having two brides) that are rebellious and wayward,              
even committing adultery. We see in this the great patience and embarrassment of God, while He                
brings correction and provides a way for them to be restored even as He judges the people and                  
false gods who led them astray. 
 



Notice the judgments that God brings against His own bride! Many are, as previously              
prophesied, severe. Yet, they are not for the purpose of destruction or ultimate harm, but               
because He loves them so much He desires to purge and cleanse His bride to be a righteous                  
reflection of Himself in the world. This is very important!! Everywhere a woman or child goes,                
they are a reflection of their head. 
 
An interesting point that we must notice in this portion is that the Messiah is very present, thus                  
validating the Creation order of God => Messiah => man => woman structure that we have seen                 
so many times through the Torah. Besides the multiple ‘Rock’ mentions often ascribed to              
YHVH, there are two clear references to the Memra in the Targumim that can easily be argued                 
are a direct reference to Yeshua. The first is, 
 

Deuteronomy 32:39 ‘See now that I, I am He, 

And there is no god besides Me; 

It is I who put to death and give life. 

I have wounded and it is I who heal, 

And there is no one who can deliver from My hand. 

 
The parallels to Isaiah 61, both in this verse and the following, are striking. Targum Yonatan                
renders this verse and a couple surrounding (along with notes from Targum Jerusalem) as, 
 

When the Word of the Lord shall reveal Himself to redeem His people, He will               

say to all the nations: Behold now, that I am He who Am, and Was, and Will Be,                  

and there is no other God beside Me: I, in My Word, kill and make alive; I smite                  

the people of the Beth Israel, and I will heal them at the end of the days; and                  

there will be none who can deliver them from My hand, Gog and his armies               

whom I have permitted to make war against them. [JER. See now that I in My                

Word am He, and there is no other God beside Me. I kill the living in this world,                  

and make alive the dead in the world that cometh; I am He who smiteth, and I                 

am He who healeth; and there is none who can deliver from My hand.] I have                

lifted My hand with an oath to heaven, and have said, As I exist, I will not abolish                  

My oath for ever. (http://targum.info/pj/pjdt32.htm , accessed 9/7/2020) 
 
The second reference in the Targumim is to, 
 

Deuteronomy 32:48 
The Lord spoke to Moses that very same day, 

 
         

saying, 49 
“Go up to this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is 

 
            

in the land of Moab opposite Jericho, and look at the land of Canaan,              

which I am giving to the sons of Israel for a possession. 
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Targum Yonatan renders this exchange as (underlining is mine),  
 

And the Lord spake with Mosheh on the seventh of the month Adar, on the same                

day, saying, It was when the Word of the Lord had said to him, Go up to this                  

mount Ibraee, the mountain of Nebo, and he thought in his heart, and said,              

Perhaps this up‑going will be like that to Mount Sinai; and he said, I will go and                 

sanctify the people; but the Word of the Lord said to him, Not so at all, but, Go                  

thou up and view the land of Kenaan, which I have given to the children of Israel                 

for an inheritance. And thou shalt sleep in the mountain to which thou goest up,               

and be gathered to thy people, even thou, as Aharon thy brother hath slept in the                

mountain of Omanos, and hath been gathered unto his people.  

 
Remember, in Aramaic, Memra de Yeya is translated ‘Word of the Lord’ and is the exact idea                 
John presents when he says, 
 

John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 

All things 

came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 

being that has come into being. 4 
In Him was life, and the life was the 

Light of men. 5 
The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not comprehend it… 14 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 

us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
As they do throughout the Torah, the Targumim clearly understand that a physical Presence              
interacted with Moshe. Since we know that ‘no man can see God and live’ and we know that the                   
Presence speaks with the authority of YHVH, we can assemble pieces and recognize this              
Messenger as Yeshua, the Word of the Lord, or Mouth of God. The point is that again we see                   
God using His own authority structure: God => Messiah => man => woman. He does not violate                 
His own structure!!  This is why we must understand and implement HIS ways in our lives! 
 
Sadly, a final note we see in this passage is that while God is so gracious and gentle with Moshe,                    
it is discipline for the sin of ‘not treat[ing] Me as holy in the midst of the sons of Israel’ that is                      
meted out, privately, upon Moshe. He will not enter the Land at this point. (He will be in the                   
Eternal Kingdom…). 
 
In closing, much hope and encouragement can be gleaned from this short portion, but we must                
not look past the significance of discipline by the Head upon Israel or the example for a head                  



upon his charges. God is a god of righteousness and order, and He expects us to walk in like                   
manner. 
 
Shabbat shalom!! 
 
 


