
Torah Portion: Re’eh (Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17) 

 
[The focus of this Torah portion series is family structure and function as revealed in Scripture. 

I.e., headship, patriarchy, marriage, etc, graduating to understanding the community and Israel as 

a whole. If you have not read other portions up to this point, you may want to, as parts build on 

previous lessons in Torah, available at: https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/ ] 

 
 
 
Over and over through this study, we have seen that God primarily holds the men accountable 
for the state of their families, their clans, their tribes, and their nation.  Men are primarily who 
the commands are given to and it is the men who then have the responsibility to teach their 
women and children.  Therefore, the primary responsibility for blessings or curses falls on the 
men. 
 
Or portion begins, 
 

Deuteronomy 11:26 
“See, I am setting before you today a blessing 

and a curse: 27 
the blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the 

Lord your God, which I am commanding you today; 28 
and the curse, if 

you do not listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn 

aside from the way which I am commanding you today, by following 

other gods which you have not known. 

29 
“It shall come about, when the Lord your God brings you into the 

land where you are entering to possess it, that you shall place the 

blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 30 
Are they 

not across the Jordan, west of the way toward the sunset, in the land 

of the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, beside the 

oaks of Moreh? 31 
For you are about to cross the Jordan to go in to 

possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall 

possess it and live in it, 32 
and you shall be careful to do all the 

statutes and the judgments which I am setting before you today. 
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Men, the Torah is patriarchal, our culture is not.  Returning to the Land is contingent upon 
returning to YHVH in obedience and fulfilling our roles as heads of house and leaders of clans 
and tribes.  We will not return to the Land as a matriarchal people, nor will kol Israel be restored 
if we are functioning in the way of the world…  feminism, matriarchy, etc…  That must all be 
put asunder and we must walk in the ways of the King!!  Biblical headship must be restored, and 
we must ‘be careful’ to do exactly as the Torah commands.  Notice these verses in Deuteronomy 
12. 
 

Deuteronomy 12:1 
“These are the statutes and the judgments which 

you shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord, the God of 

your fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on the 

earth. …. 

13 
“Be careful that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every cultic 

place you see, 14 
but in the place which the Lord chooses in one of your 

tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall 

do all that I command you…. 

19 
Be careful that you do not forsake the Levite as long as you live in 

your land….. 

28 
“Be careful to listen to all these words which I command you, 

so that it may be well with you and your sons after you forever, for 

you will be doing what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your 

God. 

29 
“When the Lord your God cuts off before you the nations which you 

are going in to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their 

land, 30 
beware that you are not ensnared to follow them, after 

they are destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire after their 

gods, saying, ‘How do these nations serve their gods, that I also may 

do likewise?’ 31 
You shall not behave thus toward the Lord your God, 

for every abominable act which the Lord hates they have done for their 

gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their 

gods. 

32 
“Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall 

not add to nor take away from it. 

 



Similar warnings exist throughout the Torah and especially in this portion as Moshe gives his 
final admonition to bnei Israel, the sons of Israel. 
 
More precisely, in Deuteronomy 14, they are referred to as the ‘sons of the Lord your God.’ 
 

Deuteronomy 14:1 
“You are the sons of the Lord your God... 

 
Lest someone question the evidence of Torah and the role of the man to lead, teach, enforce, and 
correct, we might consider Isaiah 2-4.  Here are excerpts, but I recommend you read all three 
chapters in context. Men are the first to be judged, then women.  Further, women and children in 
leadership positions over men is considered judgment and shameful.  Still further, the passage is 
clear that men who shirk their position will be judged harshly, while ‘it will go well’ with 
righteous men who act righteously. 
 

Isaiah 2:7 
Their land has also been filled with silver and gold 

And there is no end to their treasures; 

Their land has also been filled with horses 

And there is no end to their chariots. 

8 
Their land has also been filled with idols; 

They worship the work of their hands, 

That which their fingers have made. 

9 
So the common man has been humbled 

And the man of importance has been abased, 

But do not forgive them. 

10 
Enter the rock and hide in the dust 

From the terror of the Lord and from the splendor of His majesty. 

11 
The proud look of man will be abased 

And the loftiness of man will be humbled, 

And the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 

12 
For the Lord of hosts will have a day of reckoning 

Against everyone who is proud and lofty 

And against everyone who is lifted up, 

That he may be abased…. 

 

17 
The pride of man will be humbled 

And the loftiness of men will be abased; 

And the Lord alone will be exalted in that day, 

18 
But the idols will completely vanish. 

19 
Men will go into caves of the rocks 



And into holes of the ground 

Before the terror of the Lord 

And the splendor of His majesty, 

When He arises to make the earth tremble. 

20 
In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats 

Their idols of silver and their idols of gold, 

Which they made for themselves to worship, 

21 
In order to go into the caverns of the rocks and the clefts of the cliffs 

Before the terror of the Lord and the splendor of His majesty, 

When He arises to make the earth tremble. 

22 
Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; 

For why should he be esteemed? 

 

Isaiah 3:1 
For behold, the Lord God of hosts is going to remove from 

Jerusalem and Judah 

Both supply and support, the whole supply of bread 

And the whole supply of water; 

2 
The mighty man and the warrior, 

The judge and the prophet, 
The diviner and the elder, 
3 
The captain of fifty and the honorable man, 

The counselor and the expert artisan, 

And the skillful enchanter. 

4 
And I will make mere lads their princes, 

And capricious children will rule over them, 

5 
And the people will be oppressed, 

Each one by another, and each one by his neighbor; 

The youth will storm against the elder 

And the inferior against the honorable. 

6 
When a man lays hold of his brother in his father’s house, saying, 

“You have a cloak, you shall be our ruler, 

And these ruins will be under your charge,” 

7 
He will protest on that day, saying, 

“I will not be your healer, 

For in my house there is neither bread nor cloak; 

You should not appoint me ruler of the people.” 

8 
For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, 

Because their speech and their actions are against the Lord, 

To rebel against His glorious presence. 



9 
The expression of their faces bears witness against them, 

And they display their sin like Sodom; 

They do not even conceal it. 
Woe to them! 

For they have brought evil on themselves. 

10 Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, 
For they will eat the fruit of their actions. 
11 

Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, 
For what he deserves will be done to him. 
12 

O My people! Their oppressors are children, 

And women rule over them. 

O My people! Those who guide you lead you astray 

And confuse the direction of your paths. 

13 
The Lord arises to contend, 

And stands to judge the people. 

14 
The Lord enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His 

people, 

“It is you who have devoured the vineyard; 

The plunder of the poor is in your houses. 

15 
“What do you mean by crushing My people 

And grinding the face of the poor?” 

Declares the Lord God of hosts. 

16 
Moreover, the Lord said, “Because the daughters of Zion are proud 

And walk with heads held high and seductive eyes, 

And go along with mincing steps 

And tinkle the bangles on their feet, 

17 
Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with 

scabs, 

And the Lord will make their foreheads bare.” 
18 

In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, 

headbands, crescent ornaments, 19 
dangling earrings, bracelets, veils, 

20 
headdresses, ankle chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets, 21 

finger 

rings, nose rings, 22 
festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, money purses, 23 

hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans and veils. 

24 
Now it will come about that instead of sweet perfume there will be 

putrefaction; 

Instead of a belt, a rope; 

Instead of well-set hair, a plucked-out scalp; 



Instead of fine clothes, a donning of sackcloth; 

And branding instead of beauty. 

25 
Your men will fall by the sword 

And your mighty ones in battle. 

26 
And her gates will lament and mourn, 

And deserted she will sit on the ground. 

Isaiah 4:1 
For seven women will take hold of one man in that day, 

saying, “We will eat our own bread and wear our own clothes, only let 

us be called by your name; take away our reproach!” 

2 
In that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and 

the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the adornment of the 

survivors of Israel. 3 
It will come about that he who is left in Zion and 

remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded for 

life in Jerusalem. 4 
When the Lord has washed away the filth of the 

daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her 

midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, 5 
then the 

Lord will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her 

assemblies a cloud by day, even smoke, and the brightness of a 

flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy. 6 
There will 

be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and 

protection from the storm and the rain. 

 As previously stated, both in this portion and in previous commentaries, in the authority 
structure that God ordained, man is responsible to the Messiah for woman. 
 

God => Messiah => man => woman 
(see I Cor. 11:3) 

 
In the Isaiah passage just cited, the weight of judgment falls first and heaviest on man.  Woman, 
particularly those that are uncovered, will receive their just punishment, however it seems that 
many escape death and radically outnumber men.  They then seek refuge under the protective 
covering of a man, exactly as ordained by God from the Garden. 
 
Men, pay attention!  WE (including myself) need to step up our game and fulfill our calling and 
responsibilities!! Failure to do so leads to curses and judgment on not only ourselves, but also 
our women. 
 



Women, follow your man.  Help him by not being a burden or pulling against him. Do not 
detract from his focus on Messiah or his calling in the Kingdom! Rather, seek to help him fulfill 
his calling.  Obedience, even in his erring, will protect you from judgment that comes because 
you were obedient. [To be clear, do not sin against Torah, however, if he sees the calendar one 
way and you another..  Follow him! He is the head and your duty is to follow.  Let the Messiah 
sort things out with your husband. ] 
 
A final passage from our portion that drives home the role of the male, is, 
 

Deuteronomy 16:16 
“Three times in a year all your males shall 

appear before the Lord your God in the place which He chooses, at the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread and at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast 

of Booths, and they shall not appear before the Lord empty-handed. 

17
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the 

Lord your God which He has given you. 

 
Why do the males have to present themselves before the Lord? Because it is they who answer 
directly to Him!! 
 
Men, if you are serious about the restoration of kol Israel, if you are serious about your role and 
responsibilities, you will find a way to begin getting to Jerusalem as often as possible.  Once, 
then once per year, then more often…  I know of multiple stories of YHVH providing for those 
who step out in obedience to this command.  It is nice if the women can go, but not a 
requirement.  It is a direct command to the men…  Pray hard about this one and begin to seek 
God’s face for ability and provision!! 
 
I’ll close with the verses we began with.  Men, the choice is yours!  Shabbat Shalom! 
 

Deuteronomy 11:26 
“See, I am setting before you today a blessing 

and a curse: 27 
the blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the 

Lord your God, which I am commanding you today; 28 
and the curse, if 

you do not listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn 

aside from the way which I am commanding you today, by following 

other gods which you have not known.  


