
Torah Portion: Korach (Numbers 16:1-18:32) 

 
[The focus of this Torah portion series is family structure and function as revealed in Scripture. 

I.e., headship, patriarchy, marriage, etc, graduating to understanding the community and Israel as 

a whole. If you have not read other portions up to this point, you may want to, as parts build on 

previous lessons in Torah, available at: https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/ ] 

 
 

Before the heavens and the earth were created, God was an Elohim of order and had an 
established authority structure.  

Colossians 1:15
 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. 16
 For in him all things were created: things 

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 

him and for him. 17
 He is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 

everything he might have the supremacy. 19
 For God was pleased to 

have all his fullness dwell in him, 20
 and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

And, 

John 1:1 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 
He was with God in the beginning. 3 

Through 

him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made. 4 
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 

5 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. 

Before Creation, within Himself, there was order and authority. At each level and stage of 
creation, God exercised ordering and gave varying degrees of authority to specific things and 
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beings.  Any violation of that order is a violation of God and all He mandates. Further, any 
violation of His created order and authority structure invariably leads to chaos and rebellion. 

In Androgyny is Literally Paganism, an article by Michael Foster and Bnonn Tennant on their 
Biblical masculinity blog, It’s Good to be a Man, they write, 

You may recall we have talked about the shape of creation before. This shape is central to 
God’s kingdom—and so flattening it is central to Satan’s plans. He is the great 
homogenizer of old. From the very beginning he sought to confuse how God had ordered 
the cosmos. This was both his goal—removing mankind as God’s rulers—and his 
method—tricking the woman into doubting the boundaries that God had established, and 
inverting the creation order by getting the man to heed her error…. 

In this article, we are going to go deep into androgyny. It is by far our longest piece. We 
urge you to persevere. We want to help you understand the hell we have created for 
ourselves—especially within the church—by confusing, flattening, attacking, and 
overturning the creation order. Seeing how feminism, egalitarianism, and 
complementarianism in particular are all just modern versions of androgyny is a critical 
foundation for defeating them. We must know our enemy in order to cut it off and 
destroy it. 

“Creation order” means “creation hierarchical 
distinctions” 

To understand what’s going on with androgyny, we need to first understand what it 
means that God is a God of order and not of chaos, of peace and not confusion (1 Cor 
14:33). In Scripture, order means that everything is in its correct place—but also that 
every place is in its correct rank. 

The fact that God cherishes order in this way is clear in the first chapters of Genesis. It is 
one of the very first things we learn about him. 

When he creates the world from nothing, for a brief time it is “waste and void”—as 
Calvin puts it, “rude and unpolished, or rather shapeless chaos.” Why would he make it 
this way? To order it—and thus to model for man what his own task will be as God’s 
representative, carrying on dominion in his stead (Gen 1:26–28). This process of 
dominion, of forming the world into something “very good,” is fundamentally a process 
with two halves: dividing and filling: 
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● God fills the world with light, and divides the light from the darkness. By doing 
this, he also divides the cosmos into two fundamental realms: night and day. 

● He divides the waters from the waters, establishing two more realms: sea and sky. 
● He divides the waters from the land, establishing another realm: the habitable 

earth. 
● He fills the earth with vegetation, divided by kind. 
● He fills the sky with luminaries, divided by magnitude. 
● He fills the seas and skies with swarms of creatures, divided by kind. 
● He fills the earth with beasts, divided by kind. 
● He divides man from the earth, and then divides woman from the man. 

By the end of this process, the cosmos is no longer “rude and unpolished,” chaotic and 
confused. It has been ordered into something pristine and beautiful, something where 
peace reigns because everything is in its place. God himself declares that it is very good. 

In so doing, he also communicates a foundational principle which underlies the whole 
process of his dividing and filling: the principle of telos. In Genesis, as in providence, 
God does everything for a reason. The realms into which he divides the cosmos, and the 
things with which he fills them, have meaning, because they have purposes which he 
intends for them when he makes them. They are very good not because they are morally 
upright (only persons can be morally upright), but because they fit very well the purposes 
for which he made them. 

God’s ordering thus goes beyond the mere shaping of chaotic mass into physical 
harmony. There are unique aesthetic, symbolic, spiritual purposes to each thing he makes. 
Some of these purposes are revealed; some are not. It isn’t important here to trace out, 
say, the unique telos of light and darkness—or badgers and bullsharks. What is important 
is to note two things: 

a) All creation shares, participates in, and reflects one ultimate purpose: to serve and 
bring glory to God. 

b) Each created thing participates differently in this ultimate purpose, according to its 
unique place and design. 

While their very good and well articulated article is arguing that androgyny is paganism and all 
forms of feminism (radical, egalitarian, complementarian, etc) are simply degrees of ‘softer’ 
androgyny, they clearly make the case for God-ordained order and the defense/restoration 
thereof. (I highly recommend the reader take the time to read the whole article as it relates 
closely with our larger topic of headship and patriarchy in the Torah.) 



Our portion begins with the story of Korach in the wilderness, and it is a tale of rebellion against 
God’s ordained authority structure and what God’s opinion is of such a rebellion. By way of 
background, we need to understand who the ‘players’ are. 

Numbers 16:1 
Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 

and certain Reubenites—Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son 

of Peleth—became insolent 2 
and rose up against Moses. With them 

were 250 Israelite men, well-known community leaders who had been 

appointed members of the council. 

Recall that Exodus 6:14-28 gives us a clear lineage of Moshe and Aharon, men chosen by God 
through a direct call to lead Israel and function is two roles of mediator/intercessor. In their case, 
Aharon, the High Priest of Israel, is a firstborn descendant, and Moshe his brother, the second 
born is leader of Israel. 

Korach is of the lineage of Levi, but not of Amram the firstborn of Kohath, himself the second 
born of Levi.  As a Kohathite, Korach works in the Tabernacle and is responsible for the care and 
transport of the most holy things, but he is not to offer incense on the Altar of Incense in the 
Holy Place, a daily duty reserved exclusively to the High Priest (Ex. 30:1-10).  

Dathan and Abiram, sons of Reuben, are leaders of the firstborn tribe, but because Reuben 
violated his father’s bed (Gen. 35:22; 49:2), the leadership position passed over him to Judah. 
(Recall both Simeon and Levi lost this opportunity in Genesis 34, though Levi later regained 
favor with Elohim in Exodus 32:25-28 and were rewarded with the priesthood. Simeon however 
was ultimately absorbed and assimilated into Judah.) 

Therefore, what we see in both Korach and the sons of Reuben, is a desire to assume a place of 
position and authority that God had not given them.  They were attempting to take on a role that 
God had specifically ordained for other men. This is significant in our understanding of headship 
and patriarchy because the consequences meted out by God clearly demonstrate what He thinks 
of people who overstep their boundaries and take on a role or position contrary to His 
commandment. 

Korach’s rebellion is a grave general warning concerning violating God ordained roles, wherever 
they exist. Let us consider some of the details of this event as it relates to patriarchy and 
headship. 

Numbers 16:1 
Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 

and certain Reubenites—Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and On son 

of Peleth—became insolent 2 
and rose up against Moses. With them 

were 250 Israelite men, well-known community leaders who had been 



appointed members of the council. 3 
They came as a group to oppose 

Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! The whole 

community is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is with them. Why 

then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s assembly?” 

Moshe and Aharon had not ‘set themselves’ above the assembly.  God had set them in the 
places/roles/offices that they held.  Korach, by not recognizing or acknowledging the God-given 
authority, thinks he can alter or circumvent the structure. 

A side note that is related significantly to the Restoration of Kol Israel is the phrase, ‘appointed 
members of the council.’ There is not enough information here to help in our understanding of 
the larger ruling body over Israel, but we do note the phrase, its significance in our story, and the 
fact that those rebelling are leaders who are politically jockeying for position. 

Numbers 16:4 
When Moses heard this, he fell facedown. 5 

Then he 

said to Korah and all his followers: “In the morning the Lord will show 

who belongs to him and who is holy, and he will have that person 

come near him. The man he chooses he will cause to come near him. 

6
You, Korah, and all your followers are to do this: Take censers 7 

and 

tomorrow put burning coals and incense in them before the Lord. The 

man the Lord chooses will be the one who is holy. You Levites have 

gone too far!” 

The fact that censers and incense are used in the judgment seems to indicate the root issue is 
offering incense on the Altar of Incense in the Holy Place.  Moshe does not try to argue God’s 
authority or position, rather, God is going to settle this thing Himself.  Recall that in a 
suzerain-vassal covenant relationship, it is the responsibility of the suzerain to settle disputes 
between covenanted vassals.  Moshe need not take up his own defense.  His Head is responsible 
to establish and maintain authority This is the patient perseverance of the saints!! 

Numbers 16:8 
Moses also said to Korah, “Now listen, you Levites! 

9
Isn’t it enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from 

the rest of the Israelite community and brought you near himself to do 

the work at the Lord’s tabernacle and to stand before the community 

and minister to them? 10 
He has brought you and all your fellow Levites 

near himself, but now you are trying to get the priesthood too. 11 
It is 

against the Lord that you and all your followers have banded together. 

Who is Aaron that you should grumble against him?” 



Confirming our assertion that Korach seeks Aharon’s job, Moshe recounts that Korach, as a son 
of Levi, has already been elevated and set apart to a special role, only now he covets more. And, 
Moshe rightly identifies against whom Korach is rebelling: “It is against the Lord that you and 
your followers have banded together.” 

Numbers 16:12 
Then Moses summoned Dathan and Abiram, the sons 

of Eliab. But they said, “We will not come! 13 
Isn’t it enough that you 

have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey to kill us 

in the wilderness? And now you also want to lord it over us! 14 

Moreover, you haven’t brought us into a land flowing with milk and 

honey or given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Do you want 

to treat these men like slaves? No, we will not come!” 

Besides snubbing God’s appointed leader, Dathan and Abiram impugn God Himself by declaring 
that Egypt is a ‘land flowing with milk and honey’ while Israel was not yet (because of their own 
sins) in ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ Like Korach, this is open rebellion against God’s 
authority, correction, and provision. 

Skipping forward in our story, Moshe and Aharon protect and defend the congregation, even as 
Korach has gathered them and the Lord desires to judge them all. 

Numbers 16:19 
When Korah had gathered all his followers in 

opposition to them at the entrance to the tent of meeting, the glory of 

the Lord appeared to the entire assembly. 20 
The Lord said to Moses 

and Aaron, 21 
“Separate yourselves from this assembly so I can put an 

end to them at once.” 22 
But Moses and Aaron fell facedown and cried 

out, “O God, the God who gives breath to all living things, will you be 

angry with the entire assembly when only one man sins?” 

While, indeed, by virtue of assembling at the behest of Korach, the assembly is guilty of 
rebellion, the major guilt falls to the leader, Korach. Moshe and Aharon, recognizing this, praise 
the Lord, “the God who gives breath to all living things” and call on His mercy by judging the 
one who leads the rebellion. 

God then judges Korach and his whole family that stood with him, as well as the 250 men 
offering incense. (See Numbers 16:23-35)  Notice, just as a man’s righteousness leads to 
blessings upon his whole house, so does his sin.  Like Achan (Joshua 7), Korach and all in his 
house who stood with him are judged. I qualify the judgment of Korach’s house because we see 
in the Psalms that some of the sons of Korach must have separated themselves leading to a rich 



psalm writing lineage.  Psalm 88 is suddenly very poignant coming from the lips of a descendant 
of Korach!! 

Psalm 88  

O Lord, the God of my salvation, 

I have cried out by day and in the night before You. 

2 
Let my prayer come before You; 

Incline Your ear to my cry! 

3 
For my soul has had enough troubles, 

And my life has drawn near to Sheol. 

4 
I am reckoned among those who go down to the pit; 

I have become like a man without strength, 

5 
Forsaken among the dead, 

Like the slain who lie in the grave, 

Whom You remember no more, 

And they are cut off from Your hand. 

6 
You have put me in the lowest pit, 

In dark places, in the depths. 

7 
Your wrath has rested upon me, 

And You have afflicted me with all Your waves. Selah. 

8 
You have removed my acquaintances far from me; 

You have made me an object of loathing to them; 

I am shut up and cannot go out. 

9 
My eye has wasted away because of affliction; 



I have called upon You every day, O Lord; 

I have spread out my hands to You. 

10 
Will You perform wonders for the dead? 

Will the departed spirits rise and praise You? Selah. 

11 
Will Your lovingkindness be declared in the grave, 

Your faithfulness in Abaddon? 

12 
Will Your wonders be made known in the darkness? 

And Your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 

13 
But I, O Lord, have cried out to You for help, 

And in the morning my prayer comes before You. 

14 
O Lord, why do You reject my soul? 

Why do You hide Your face from me? 

15 
I was afflicted and about to die from my youth on; 

I suffer Your terrors; I am overcome. 

16 
Your burning anger has passed over me; 

Your terrors have destroyed me. 

17 
They have surrounded me like water all day long; 

They have encompassed me altogether. 

18 
You have removed lover and friend far from me; 

My acquaintances are in darkness. 

The judgment of Korach’s family with him should again remind us that as the man, the head of 
the house, goes, so goes the house. Obedience and disobedience by the head influence the 
blessings or judgment on his house. 



● As a microcosm, Moshe’s intercession for the ignorant rebellious in the assembly should 
raise some interesting thoughts regarding Yeshua’s intercession for us when we follow 
rebellious leadership.  

● It also should serve as an interesting reminder that as a head of house, man has a 
responsibility for those in his care.  Even as he attempts to bring correction, he should be 
on his face before his own Head, Yeshua.  

● Further, there are times that a man needs Yeshua to step in and bring correction in his 
house, where those in rebellion to his headship require discipline from a higher source. 

What can be clearly seen in this portion as we consider Korach’s rebellion is that God values His 
authority structure and does not take kindly to being countermanded.  He clearly comes down 
much harder on those who lead such a rebellion over those who are merely swept up in the 
moment. Consider carefully what the implications are for us as men, women, fellowship leaders, 
influencers of others, husbands and wives.  We each have a station, or stations in life, roles that 
we are called to fulfill righteously and according to the boundaries God has set. Crossing those 
boundaries, particularly if it is willful rebellion, incurs discipline and possibly judgment. This is 
the major message regarding patriarchy and headship in this week’s portion! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


