
Torah Portion: Ki Tisa (Exodus 30:11-34:35) 

[The focus of this Torah portion series is family structure and function as revealed in Scripture. 
I.e., headship, patriarchy, marriage, etc, graduating to understanding the community and Israel as 
a whole. If you have not read other portions up to this point, you may want to, as parts build on 
previous lessons in Torah, available at: https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/ ] 
 
 
 
While it may feel like a broken record playing, focusing on the headship and patriarchal aspect in 
each portion is necessary to refocus our paradigm of How God deals with His people.  Some 
portions have much more material to learn from while others are a little light in this particular 
focal area, however, each is important and part of the larger picture. 
 
This portion begins with an important passage that highlights the equality of value of each man 
before God.  In a future passage, we will see that He has a graduated scale for both men and 
women based on work abilities, but portion opens with a census and it is men over twenty years 
of age that are counted, and each has the same value before God. 
 

Exodus 30:11 
The LORD also spoke to Moses, saying, 12 

“When you take 

a census of the sons of Israel to number them, then each one of them 

shall give a ransom for himself to the LORD, when you number them, so 

that there will be no plague among them when you number them. 13 

This is what everyone who is numbered shall give: half a shekel 

according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), 

half a shekel as a contribution to the LORD. 14 
Everyone who is 

numbered, from twenty years old and over, shall give the contribution 

to the LORD. 15 
The rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay 

less than the half shekel, when you give the contribution to the LORD to 

make atonement for yourselves. 16 
You shall take the atonement 

money from the sons of Israel and shall give it for the service of the 
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tent of meeting, that it may be a memorial for the sons of Israel 

before the LORD, to make atonement for yourselves.” 

 
Clearly, God is taking a census of the sons (men) who are of age (20) and therefore accountable 
to Him.  God doesn’t value the rich man more or the poor man less, but He is specific here that 
these are His men. The Apostle James echoes God’s mindset in James 2:1-4. 
 

James 2 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2 
For if a man comes into 

your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there 

also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 3 
and you pay special 

attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit 

here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over 

there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 
have you not made distinctions 

among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?  

 
We now skip forward to another specific passage wherein God charges the sons of Israel with a 
direct command that they are responsible to obey and are responsible to see obeyed in their 
households. 
 

Exodus 31:12 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 13 

“But as for you, 

speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘You shall surely observe My 

sabbaths; for this is a sign between Me and you throughout your 

generations, that you may know that I am the LORD who sanctifies you. 

14 
Therefore you are to observe the sabbath, for it is holy to you. 

Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever 

does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his 

people. 15 
For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day 

there is a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the LORD; whoever does 

any work on the sabbath day shall surely be put to death. 16 
So the 

sons of Israel shall observe the sabbath, to celebrate the sabbath 

throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant.’ 17 
It is a sign 

between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD 

made heaven and earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor, 
and was refreshed.” 

 
The sons are the ‘responsible party’ between God and their respective households. We have seen 
this over and over and need not be reminded of I Corinthians 11:3.  God has an order and 
everyone is designed to function properly in a particular role in that authority structure.  Man has 



the responsibility to care for and oversee his woman ensuring that she and his children walk in 
obedience to the command.  The penalty for disobedience can fall on anyone in the house who is 
not obedient, but the primary weight falls on the man. Notice this next passage and what happens 
when the men do not do what they are supposed to do. 
 

Exodus 32 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come 

down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said 

to him, “Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this 

Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not 

know what has become of him.” 2 
Aaron said to them, “Tear off the 

gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 

daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 
Then all the people tore off the 

gold rings which were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 
He 

took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and 

made it into a molten calf; and they said, “This is your god, O Israel, 

who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” 5 
Now when Aaron saw 

this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and 

said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 
So the next day they 

rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; 

and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 

 
The passage refers over and over to ‘the people,’ a good translation, however verse two seems to 
indicate that it was the men who were leading this.  ‘Tear off the gold earrings that are in the ears 
of your wives, your sons and your daughters…’  
 
Later, it is the men who bear the judgment. 
 

Exodus 32:25 
Now when Moses saw that the people were out of 

control—for Aaron had let them get out of control to be a derision 

among their enemies— 26 
then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, 

and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me!” And all the sons of 

Levi gathered together to him. 27 
He said to them, “Thus says the LORD, 

the God of Israel, ‘Every man of you put his sword upon his thigh, and 

go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every man 

his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.’” 28 

So the sons of Levi did as Moses instructed, and about three thousand 

men of the people fell that day. 29 
Then Moses said, “Dedicate 

yourselves today to the LORD—for every man has been against his son 



and against his brother—in order that He may bestow a blessing upon 

you today.” 

 
Certainly, I would guess that all of Israel, women included, were involved in the revelry, but the 
men were responsible for things starting, they should have been the first line of defense for 
righteousness, and they were the ones who received the judgment. 
 
An interesting side conversation had happened between the two passages we just looked at. 
Moses, operating in the place of Messiah, interposes himself on behalf of the people, however he 
then comes and judges them, probably far less severely than God was going to.  Man has a 
similar responsibility and authority in his house. 
 

Exodus 32:11 
Then Moses entreated the LORD his God, and said, “O 

LORD, why does Your anger burn against Your people whom You have 

brought out from the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 

hand? 12 
Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With evil intent He 

brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them 

from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your burning anger and change 

Your mind about doing harm to Your people. 13 
Remember Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You swore by Yourself, and 

said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 

heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your 

descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 
So the LORD changed 

His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people. 

 
Moses intercedes for his ‘house’ then goes down the mountain and disciplines them himself…  
 
Moses is functioning in the role of Messiah during the forty years Israel was in the wilderness. 
Often we will see him position himself between God and the sons of Israel.  He guides, corrects, 
teaches, intercedes, weeps, etc.  He is a good physical example of our Messiah and how we as 
men are to shepherd our own households and function as the head.  We should pay attention to 
the example we have in Moses. 
 

Exodus 32:30 
On the next day Moses said to the people, “You 

yourselves have committed a great sin; and now I am going up to the 

LORD, perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 
Then Moses 

returned to the LORD, and said, “Alas, this people has committed a 

great sin, and they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 
But 

now, if You will, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out from 



Your book which You have written!” 33 
The LORD said to Moses, 

“Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. 34 
But 

go now, lead the people where I told you. Behold, My angel shall go 

before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish them 

for their sin.” 35 
Then the LORD smote the people, because of what they 

did with the calf which Aaron had made. 

 
There is another example played out for us in the wilderness worthy of our attention.  That is the 
dynamic between Joshua and Moses.  Joshua is learning to lead and Moses is his teacher.  Joshua 
is a humble servant and helper to Moses, but also eager to spend time in the Presence. There are 
numerous small passages detailing the interaction between the two, but here is one favorite, 
 

Exodus 33:7 
Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the 

camp, a good distance from the camp, and he called it the tent of 

meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent 

of meeting which was outside the camp. 8 
And it came about, 

whenever Moses went out to the tent, that all the people would arise 

and stand, each at the entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses until 

he entered the tent. 9 
Whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of 

cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the 

LORD would speak with Moses. 10 
When all the people saw the pillar of 

cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would arise 

and worship, each at the entrance of his tent. 11 
Thus the LORD used to 

speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. When 

Moses returned to the camp, his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a 

young man, would not depart from the tent. 
 
Leadership is tough, whether leading a household or a nation.  Moses, certainly, had it about as 
tough as it can get.  He had no problem wrestling and being very honest before the Lord.  We can 
remember, He knows our frame and He’s big enough to let us wrestle with Him and express our 
concerns, fears, etc.  Moses does so on occasion and it is fun to watch and learn from! 
 

Exodus 33:12 
Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring 

up this people!’ But You Yourself have not let me know whom You will 

send with me. Moreover, You have said, ‘I have known you by name, 

and you have also found favor in My sight.’ 13 
Now therefore, I pray 

You, if I have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways that I 

may know You, so that I may find favor in Your sight. Consider too, 

that this nation is Your people.” 14 
And He said, “My presence shall go 



with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 
Then he said to Him, “If Your 

presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. 16 
For how 

then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your 

people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, 

may be distinguished from all the other people who are upon the face 

of the earth?” 

17 
The LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing of which you have 

spoken; for you have found favor in My sight and I have known you by 

name.” 18 
Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” 19 

And 

He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will 

proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to 

whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will 

show compassion.” 20 
But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no 

man can see Me and live!” 21 
Then the LORD said, “Behold, there is a 

place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock; 22 
and it will come 

about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of 

the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 23 
Then I 

will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall 

not be seen.” 

 
The Father knows that leaders need reassurances and encouragement.  
 
The additional contacts between the Father and Moses could be pointed out and discussed, but 
the points need not be belabored.  Simply, pay close attention and ponder the relationship 
dynamic between God and Moses as well as between Moses and the sons of Israel.  This is an 
important dynamic to learn from as we move on through the Torah. 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
 
 
 
 
 


