
Torah Portion: Vayechi (Genesis 47:28-50:26)

[The focus of this Torah portion series is family structure and function as revealed in Scripture. I.e., 

headship, patriarchy, marriage, etc, graduating to understanding community and Israel as a whole. If 

you have not read other portions up to this point, you may want to as parts build on previous lessons in 

Torah, available at: https://natsab.com/torah-portion-series/ ]

Our final portion from Genesis wraps up the lives of both Jcob and of Joseph while giving final stage 

setting details for the nation as a whole.  As we have focused on many details and dynamics of family 

structure and witnessed the Almighty use patriarchy and headship as His model to establish the nation, 

we will see now see the transition toward the function of a much larger body, the full nation of Israel, in

a patriarchal setting.  The remainder of the Torah, while including much history and anecdotal example 

and lesson, will be more of a constitution, or Instruction, concerning how the nation and its individual 

members are to relate to one another and to their Elohim.

Before the death of Jacob, he performs two significant acts that reverberate, even today.  In fact, one 

could say, the entire course of history was clearly set in the waning days of his life.

28 Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years; so the length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and 

forty-seven years.

29 When the time for Israel to die drew near, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “Please, if I have

found favor in your sight, place now your hand under my thigh and deal with me in kindness and 

faithfulness. Please do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but when I lie down with my fathers, you shall carry 

me out of Egypt and bury me in their burial place.” And he said, “I will do as you have said.” 31 He 

said, “Swear to me.” So he swore to him. Then Israel bowed in worship at the head of the bed.

Jacob’s faith in the promises God has made to both him and his fathers is on clear display throughout 
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the portion, beginning with his making of Joseph to swear that he would be buried in the Land with 

Abraham, Isaac and the matriarchs. His full expectation is that God will return the whole family to the 

Land.

Toward that end, Jacob then performs two very significant acts.  He adopts and blesses Ephraim and 

Manasseh, the two elders sons of Joseph that represent the double portion, and he blesses/prophecies 

over the sons declaring to them what would befall them in the latter days.

48 Now it came about after these things that Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is sick.” So he took 

his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim with him. 2 When it was told to Jacob, “Behold, your son Joseph 

has come to you,” Israel collected his strength and sat up in the bed. 3 Then Jacob said to Joseph, “God 

Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and He said to me, ‘Behold, I 

will make you fruitful and numerous, and I will make you a company of peoples, and will give this 

land to your descendants after you for an everlasting possession.’ 5 Now your two sons, who were 

born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and 

Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 But your offspring that have 

been born after them shall be yours; they shall be called by the names of their 

brothers in their inheritance. 

Joseph had more sons, Jacob takes the oldest two and adopts, then blesses them, significantly, placing 

the younger ahead of the older. And, they have an inheritance with their uncles as equals.

13 Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel’s left, and Manasseh with his left 

hand toward Israel’s right, and brought them close to him. 14 But Israel stretched out his right hand and

laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, crossing 

his hands, although Manasseh was the firstborn. 15 He blessed Joseph, and said,

“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,

The God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day,

16 The angel who has redeemed me from all evil,

Bless the lads;



And may my name live on in them,

And the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;

And may they grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”

Prophetically, this is of huge significance.  We do not have time here to delve into the myriad Scriptures

and prophecies and implications that flow from this and the next section, but I strongly recommend 

reading Ten Parts in the King; The Prophesied Reconciliation of God’s Two Witnesses as the history 

and prophecies over Judah and Ephraim are traced and connected to reveal the plan of God for full 

redemption of His people and the fulfillment of His promises to the Patriarchs.

18 Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn. Place your right hand on 

his head.” 19 But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know; he also will become a people 

and he also will be great. However, his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants 

shall become a multitude of nations.” 20 He blessed them that day, saying,

“By you Israel will pronounce blessing, saying,

‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh!’”

Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but

God will be with you, and bring you back to the land of your fathers. 22 I give you one portion more 

than your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorite with my sword and my bow.”

Ephraim would become one of the most powerful tribes in Israel and would be the reigning tribe for the

northern kingdom, Israel, upon their division in I Kings 12.  Significantly, the name, Israel, stayed with 

the firstborn, Joseph, through his son, Ephraim. This is of mammoth significance.

Jacob’s final act that was of huge significance was blessing his sons. We have already spoken at length 

about the importance and authority of a patriarch blessing his sons, and we have witnesses multiples of 

the patriarchs doing so.  Genesis 49 is the final blessing of Jacob, but significantly, he tells them what 
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will befall them in the latter days.

Genesis 49 Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, “Assemble yourselves that I 

may tell you what will befall you in the days to come.

English translations render this, ‘days to come’, but literally it is the latter days.  The end.

We will not parse the individual prophecies as that is not the scope of this work, but we should consider

the matter of Jacob dividing the house and giving the scepter to Judah while giving the name and the 

fruitfulness blessing to Joseph.

Just as we witnessed at the river Jabbok before Jacob faced his brother Esau, our father Jacob divided 

the family for safe transit, only this time it is the safe transit through history.

8 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you;

Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;

Your father’s sons shall bow down to you.

9 “Judah is a lion’s whelp;

From the prey, my son, you have gone up.

He couches, he lies down as a lion,

And as a lion, who dares rouse him up?

10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah,

Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,

Until Shiloh comes,

And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

11 “He ties his foal to the vine,

And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine;

He washes his garments in wine,

And his robes in the blood of grapes.

12 “His eyes are dull from wine,

And his teeth white from milk.



Christendom rightly recognizes the Messianic prophecies, but fails to understand that Judah still has 

great significance and place in the family. We will not get into that here, but it must be pondered.

22 “Joseph is a fruitful bough,

A fruitful bough by a spring;

Its branches run over a wall.

23 “The archers bitterly attacked him,

And shot at him and harassed him;

24 But his bow remained firm,

And his arms were agile,

From the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob

(From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel),

25 From the God of your father who helps you,

And by the Almighty who blesses you

With blessings of heaven above,

Blessings of the deep that lies beneath,

Blessings of the breasts and of the womb.

26 “The blessings of your father

Have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors

Up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills;

May they be on the head of Joseph,

And on the crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers.

Joseph, hereby, receives the double portion, a responsibility he carries forward for the protection of the 

family and the praise of his father.  We might ask ourselves today, who is Joseph? And, if the blessing 

still rests with him as I believe it does, what responsibility does ‘he’ have toward his brothers?  Has he 

fulfilled that responsibility through the ages? And, how does this al fit into prophecy? Have I 



recommended Ten Parts in the King? 

After Jacob dies and is buried in the cave of Machpelah, an important and instructive exchange takes 

place between Joseph and his brothers.

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if 

Joseph bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which 

we did to him!” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father 

charged before he died, saying, 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph, “Please forgive,

I beg you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, for they did you 

wrong.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of 

your father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers 

also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 

But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? 20 As for 

you, you meant evil against me, 

but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to 

preserve many people alive. 21 So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide 

for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

Joseph, a true man of God, forgives and continues to perform his duties to family in a righteous 

manner, even when offered the opportunity for vengeance.  Further, he rightly credits God with the 

correct meaning of the circumstances, to preserve many people alive. Again, who is Joseph today, what 

is his blessings and who is it to care for? And, for what purpose?

Our portion and the book of Genesis closes with the death and burial of Joseph. Importantly, Joseph 

does not ask that he be buried with his fathers in the Land, rather, he asks that his bones be transported 

out when God brings them up out of Egypt! Joseph has the vision of his father and the wisdom to bind 
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his brothers with an oath for his bones in a form of assurance that he will be with them.  And, it is an 

amazing picture of the dry bones returning to the Land…

22 Now Joseph stayed in Egypt, he and his father’s household, and Joseph lived 

one hundred and ten years. 23 Joseph saw the third generation of Ephraim’s 

sons; also the sons of Machir, the son of Manasseh, were born on Joseph’s knees. 

24 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will surely take care 

of you and bring you up from this land to the land which He promised on oath to 

Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, 

saying, “God will surely take care of you, and you shall carry my bones up 

from here.” 26 So Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and he 

was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Notice, also, that Joseph adopts a couple grandsons to replace the sons that Jacob adopted. “..born on 

Joseph's knees’ is a euphemism for adoption, as if they had sprung directly from his loins.

Blessings and Shabbat Shalom!


