
She handed him a bag of money and said, “This is for the school 
dad.” Frank was hesitant to take it from her. She was only  nine 
years old. It was her entire life savings. It was pennies, nickels, 
dimes and quarters with a few bills mixed 
in. He had been teaching her to save, but 
how could he discourage her generosity?

A day or so after, in walked Jezreel. He 
was seven and had a bag of money in his 
hand. He handed it to his father and said 
it was for the school. He had also given 
all he had. He then asked, “Do we have 
enough to buy it dad?” 

It was mid summer 2009. The public school system had 
announced that they were building a new high school and 
consolidating other schools into the old High School building. Frank Houtz had quickly 
figured out that there would soon be some schools available and that it might be a good 
time to buy a school and make an adult level education facility. He presented his ideas 
to Congregation Beit Minorah. He received some enthusiastic replies. He then talked 
about money and suggested that if they began to save then, it might be possible to 

purchase an old school for around 
$150,000. One location looked like it 
c o u l d a l s o b e u s e d f o r t h e 
congregation, conferences, seminars, 
concerts, a studio and a great place to  
host Sukkot. It had a fantastic stage in 
the gymnasium. He mentioned that if 
people wanted to donate for the 
school, they could put it in the offering 
box.

Frank was touched that his two youngest children had given all their money to make this 
new school a reality. Is there anything that could make a father more pleased? Now 
they just needed to raise another $149,880.00 Those two young children had added 
$120.00 to the school fund. They gave the first donation for starting the school.

It didnʼt stop  there. A couple of weeks later Frank found another drop of coins and bills 
earmarked for the school in the collection box. There were two bags of money like 
Eleeyah and Jezreelʼs, but he knew they were out of money. With a little snooping 
around it was discovered that it came from Harmoni and Jubilee Greer, two of Eleeyahʼs 
friends. Harmoni was eleven and Jubilee, six. What did these children find so interesting 
about the idea of a school? They know it is their future. Four children ages eleven and 
under were the first four donors for the school and together their gift was over $200.00. 
Considering their age and abilities to make money, this was huge. This wasnʼt the 
widowʼs mite, it was a childʼs complete earnings saved over a few years. Who knows for 
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what each had originally intended to use the money? But, they happily  gave it to the 
congregation, knowing that it was for a grander purpose.  

Time passed. In late 2011 a non-profit called Kentucky  Covenant Education Corp. was 
formed to establish a school. The building in question came on the market and was to 
be auctioned by sealed bid in January 2015. Believe it or not, it appraised for $156,000. 
Harmoni is now sixteen, Eleeyah fifteen, Jezreel thirteen and Jubilee twelve. They and 
youth like them are the future of our movement. The girls love to dance and are working 
on a praise dance with several others their age for Passover. Abby Rank, another teen 
in the congregation is choreographing and teaching the dance. KCEC collected 
offerings and had a fund drive. It was a huge success. So many people opened their 
hearts and gave generously to make this a reality. Even with this success KCEC  found it 
necessary to reserve back one years expenses because it would take a while to 
become self sustaining. So the bid was slightly short of half the appraised value. 

Again, each one of the four and other youth from Beit Minorah gave very  generously to 
raise funds for the school. It wonʼt be long, before they will attend the school and 
probably not long after, be working at it. It is to be an adult education facility. It will teach 
Linguistics, Hebrew, Greek, Semiotics, Ancient Cultures, Etymology, Hermeneutics and  
also have a benevolence side for the community teaching life skills like gardening, 
cooking, canning and crop  management. These classes plus other important subjects 
as time permits, will benefit our belief system and society at large. 

That simple child like faith that started this fund drive over five years ago, now wishes to 
finish it. Kentucky Covenant Education Corpʼs bid of $73,000 was rejected as being too 
low. Now as teens, they wish to finish the drive. They have until March 16th, 2015 to 
make this work. If each person who receives this email will donate just $5.00, the school 
is theirs. They wish to ask you to share $5.00, $50.00, or match their original combined 
gift of around $200.00 to help  them get their school. They wouldnʼt even turn down a 
$50,000 gift if you felt so compelled. They know some will feel as though they are not  
able to donate, but others can make up the balance by giving extra. Harmoni, Jubilee, 
Eleeyah, Jezreel and all the youth at Beit Minorah want to offer one more bag of money. 
Will you help them build a future for those studying the Hebrew Roots of their faith?

A note from one of the teens:

Its a little embarrassing to be the focus of the above story, but we 
decided to lay down our pride and let it be told. We want to make this 
work. So,Yes, we approved of this message. Will you help us buy this 
school so that everyone can benefit? We only have a few days to 
dramatically increase our bid. We need the help of everyone right now. 
Please dig out of the snow and push the link below and donate what you 
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can. We don’t care about the amount. We know collectively it can be done 
with God’s help.

        Thanks,

        Eleeyah Houtz

Donate at this link

Link may only work if you download the story to your computer. If you 
prefer to write a check, you may send it to:

! ! ! ! ! KCEC
! ! ! ! ! c/o Frank Houtz
! ! ! ! ! Post Office Box 306
! ! ! ! ! Winchester, Kentucky  (40392)

Make checks payable to Kentucky Covenant Education Corp. or KCEC. 
Please email us to let us know the money is being sent so that it can be 
included to our amount for the bid.

     Harmoni                       Jubilee                        Eleeyah               Jezreel
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https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SFCQEVEQX2LGL
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SFCQEVEQX2LGL

